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are somewhat heavy. Only one serious error has been noted (Vol. 
II, p. 305) in the line: 

Saturday, July 6th. -f- 3.38° Fahr. (+ 1° C). Rain. 

Rain could not fall with a temperature of 3.38° Fahr. The 
figures should read 33.80°, the equivalent of -f- 1° Centigrade. 

The illustrations are all good, and the colored sketches, for 
which the author offers an apology, are very striking. 

The Dedication calls for remark. It reads : 

To Her who christened the ship and had the courage to remain behind. 

Few as the words are, they compel every one acquainted with 
the recent history of exploration in Greenland to read in them 
an unworthy insinuation. There are, no doubt, many kinds of 
courage, moral and physical, and the least admirable of all is the 
courage to do what self-respect and courtesy forbid. 

Glaciers of North America. A reading lesson for students of geography 
and geology, by Israel C. Russell, Ginn 6° Company, iSpy, pages 
F//I+210. 

We are very glad to welcome this book, a companion volume to 
the author's " Lakes of North America," which has been so favor- 
ably received, and his "Volcanoes of North America," soon to 
appear. We are very glad to have an increasing number of simply 
worded, scientific, and interesting descriptions of the geographic 
phenomena of our country for the particular use of the lay reader. 
" The Glaciers of North America " is most readable, most excel- 
lently prepared, and in every way a book to be recommended to 
those who would become familiar with the phenomena of glaciation 
and keep their minds free from misconceptions regarding contro- 
verted points of the science. We doubt, however, if the book is 
quite simple enough or quite as well illustrated as it should be, if it 
would appeal to the common school teacher who needs to know 
much of our natural phenomena, but knows not where to get it. 
For the student with some training in geography and with the 
ability to read scientific English, this book will be a very great 
help. 

In the introduction the author considers the types of glaciers 
and their constructive and destructive work. The chapter should 
be read by all elementary students of glaciation, for it is simple, 
direct, and clear. It wouid have been much better, however, had 
it been more largely illustrated. The remaining chapters of 
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the book are as follows: Distribution of Glaciers in North Amer- 
ica, Glaciers of the Sierra Nevada, Glaciers of Northern California 
and Cascade Mountains, Glaciers of Canada, Glaciers of Alaska, 
Glaciers in the Greenland Region, Climatic Changes Indicated 
by the Glaciers of North America, How and Why Glaciers Move; 
The Life History of a Glacier. As one would readily expect, more 
stress is laid upon the glaciers of the region in which Prof. Russell 
has done most of his field work; consequently the chapter on the 
glaciers of Alaska is the longest and that on the glaciers of Canada 
the shortest. It is to be regretted that the author did not include 
more in his consideration of the glaciers of the Selkirks, which are 
now of such interest to us through the labors of certain members 
of the Appalachian Mountain Club and others. We miss in the 
account of the glaciers of Alaska those graceful bits of description 
which we had hoped to find because of Prof. Russell's many danger- 
ous experiences and courageous undertakings in the St. Elias Alps, 
and which had pleased us so much in some parts of his former 
book, " The Lakes of North America." One of the most suggest- 
ive chapters and one which is certainly most broadening to the 
mind is that on the life history of a glacier, which makes a very 
fitting conclusion to this excellent reader. 

We regret that the book was delayed so long in the press that 
it seems to be not quite up to date on its appearance, containing as 
it does no reference to the results attained by Prof. Salisbury in 
Greenland and by others since. The book should be in the library 
of every one interested in natural phenomena, of the student, 
naturalist, or traveler, and we heartily commend it to our readers. 

R. E. D. 

The Physical Features of Missouri. By Curtis Fletcher Marbut. 
(Report of the Missouri Geological Survey, Vol. X, 1896. ) 

The paper upon the physical features of Missouri, just issued by 
the Missouri Geological Survey, is a very valuable contribution to 
the science of physiography and makes a step of progress that we 
hope many other States will soon follow. We have had many scien- 
tific treatises upon physiographic subjects, but this is the first time, 
so far as we know, that a State has been analyzed from the stand- 
point of the modern science of physiography for the understanding 
of the people. We are very glad to know, however, that already 
some other States are planning to issue similar reports. 

Mr. Marbut's paper opens in an interesting way with a few para- 



